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NOTES AND COMMENT
Prospects indicate a good attendance at the annual
meeting of the Florida Historical Society, which will
be held at Ocala on February 11, next.
The vicinity of Ocala holds a greater and more general historic interest than any other locality in central
Florida. Much of its history throughout the earlier periods may be read in the sketch of the place by Mrs. Eloise Robinson Ott which appeared. in the QUARTERLY, the
issue of October, 1927. The journalists of Hernando de
Soto’s expedition make record of an Indian town in
this neighborhood called Ocale, which must have given
its name to the city of today. Nearby is the site of
Fort King, the center of the activities of the United
States army during much of the Indian disturbances
in the 1830’s; these are described in an article on the
fort in the QUARTERLY, January, 1927. Here was held
the Seminole council of 1834 with such direful consequences, a narrative of which council will be found in
the QUARTERLY of April last. Within a few miles is
the site of Fort Mitchell, the capital of the more or less
imaginary Republic of East Florida of 1814-see the
account of Elotchaway in this, number. No farther
away is Silver Spring, a sight of which might well be
the goal of a journey from any part of Florida. Most
accounts of this marvel of nature, both old and recent,
are filled with myth and mystery, much of which seems
warranted ; but the description of Professor John Le
Conte, written more than half’a century ago, is divested of these and is perhaps as restrained and accurate as any:This remarkable spring is situated about five miles northeast of Ocala. . . . . Its basin is nearly circular in shape, about
two hundred feet in diameter, and surrounded by hills covered
with live-oaks, magnolias, sweet-bays, and other gigantic ever-
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greens. The amount of water discharged is so large that small
steamers and barges readily navigate the Silver Spring up
to the pool where there is a landing for the shipment of cotton,
sugar, and other produce. . . . . The maximum depth of water
in the basin constituting the head of the spring was found to
be not more than thirty-six feet in the deepest crevice from
which the water boils up; the general depth in the central and
deep parts of the basin was found to be about thirty feet. . . . .
The most remarkable and really interesting phenomenon presented by this spring is the truly extraordinary transparency of
the water-in this, respect surpassing anything which can be
imagined. All of the intrinsic beauties which invest it are directly
or indirectly referable to its almost perfect diaphaneity. On a
clear and calm day, after the sun has attained sufficient altitude,
the view from the side of a small boat floating on the surface of
the water, near the center of the head-spring, is beautiful beyond
description, and well calculated to produce a powerful effect on
the imagination. Every feature and configuration of the bottom
of this gigantic basin is as distinctly visible as if the water was
removed, and the atmosphere substituted in its place.
A large portion of the bottom of this pool is covered with
a luxuriant growth of water-grass and gigantic moss-like
plants, or fresh-water algae, which attain a height of three
or four feet. The latter are found in the deepest parts of
the basin. Without doubt, the development of so vigorous a
vegetation at such depths is attributable to the large amount of
solar light which penetrates these waters. Some parts are devoid of vegetation; these are composed of limestone rock and
sand, presenting a white appearance. The water boils up from
fissures in the limestone, indicating the ascending currents of
water by the local milk-like appearance produced by the agitation of their contents.
These observations were made about noon, during the
month of December-the sunlight illuminating the sides and
bottom of this remarkable pool brilliantly, as if nothing obstructed the light. The shadows of our little boat, of our hanging heads and hats, of projecting crags and logs, of the surrounding forest, and of the vegetation at the bottom, were distinctly and sharply defined; while the constant waving of the
slender and delicate moss-like alga, by means of the currents
created by the boiling up of the water, and the swimming of
numerous fish above this miniature subaqueous forest, imparted
a living reality to the scene which can never be forgotten. If
we add to this picture, already sufficiently striking, that ob-
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jects beneath the surface of the water, when viewed obliquely,
were fringed with the prismatic hues, we shall cease to be surprised at the phenomena with which vivid imaginations have
invested this enchanting spring. On a bright day the beholder
seems to be looking down from some lofty air-point on a truly
fairy scene in the immense basin beneath him-a scene whose
beauty and magical effect is vastly enhanced by the chromatic
tints with which it is inclosed. . . . . . .
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